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June 2002 Vol 43 NEWS T he National Astronomy Meeting provides an opportunity for the President to report to a wider audience on what the Society has been up to and on its future plans. Clearly one of our most important activities is holding and arranging meetings. We are proud of being able to hold regular monthly Discussion Meetings (one in astronomy and one in geophysics) as well as Ordinary A&G Meetings, and we also help to sponsor meetings including NAM itself. Indeed, last year the RAS held or sponsored 27 meetings -not just in London but also in Birmingham, Cambridge, Guildford and York. In the course of those meetings there were about 180 hours of talks by about 500 speakers, of whom around 55 came from abroad. I think we can be pleased with this achievement.
These meetings are open not just to our Fellows but to all the community. But we do represent that community and it is important that astronomers and geophysicists -particularly young researchers -should belong to the Society and help to formulate its policies and activities. So I do urge you to join if you have not already done so. We have recently streamlined the election procedure so that there ought to be no difficulty in obtaining the requisite support. Another change is the institution of a web-based job list, run by Alastair Gunn at Jodrell Bank. Beyond that, we are increasingly called upon to respond to enquiries, from government: the research councils and the Office of Science & Technology; from the Parliamentary Committees for Science & Technology; and through the newly established Science Council, where we have an active presence. Internationally, we also represent the UK in the IAU (as the adhering body).
Another major activity is in publishing our journals. Here we can be pleased that Monthly Notices has such an outstanding reputationindeed, by one criterion (that of citations per paper) it ranks ahead of ApJ or A&A. We have to guard this reputation and one way of doing so has been to institute electronic submission of papers this year -electronic access was of course already there. We also have our house journal A&G, which provides a great opportunity for publishing general articles with plenty of colour -just the thing to attract potential students. Following Astronomy in the UK, which appeared in time for the IAU in Manchester, we are preparing a parallel survey of Geophysics in the UK which should be out soon.
All these activities carry an increasing cost, which has to be met from members' subscriptions, from our investment income (which has decreased of late) and from publications (where electronic publishing makes the future market uncertain). So we have to seek means of securing our finances, for instance by the newly introduced category of Corporate Membership. Separate from all that are the various funds derived from gifts and bequests that we can use to support activities in astronomy and geophysics. We were very pleased to receive a gift this year which enabled us to establish a biennial lecture in memory of Prof. Gerald Whitrow; the first one was given by John Barrow last month. The Treasurer has been reorganizing our Trust Funds so that we can offer research grants to complement what is available from PPARC and NERC.
These activities all rely on the devoted support of many people. Since this is my last opportunity as President, I would like to thank the officers of the Society, the members of Council and of our committees and editorial boards and especially the staff at Burlington House, who keep our show on the road.
Prof. N O Weiss.

Twice as many asteroids?
Peter Bond reports on a surprise from ISO.
A steroids in our solar system may be much more numerous than previously thought, according to the first systematic search for these objects performed in the infrared. Data from ESA's Infrared Space Observatory (ISO) indicate that there are about twice as many as previously believed.
The ISO Deep Asteroid Search was conducted by Edward Tedesco (TerraSystems Inc., New Hampshire) and François-Xavier Desert (Observatoire de Grenoble). Since it is impossible to simply point the telescope at the entire main belt and count, they chose selected regions and then used a theoretical model to extrapolate the data. The observations made in 1996 and 1997 show that the density of large asteroids in the middle of the main belt was 160 asteroids per square degree. Using a model developed by Tedesco, Alberto Cellino and Vincenzo Zappala (Osservatorio Astronomico di Torino, Italy), the asteroid population in the main belt has been estimated at between 1.1 million and 1.9 million asteroids with a diameter larger than 1 km.
"If you consider the average value of 1.5 million asteroids, the ISO result is about twice as high as estimated by two other recent studies in visible light," said Tedesco. This compares with an estimate of about 860 000 asteroids by Durda et al., published in 1998 . In 2001 obtained an even lower figure of 740 000 asteroids based on preliminary data from the Sloan Digital Sky Survey. Considering both the visible and infrared results, the "best estimate" would be "1.2 million asteroids larger than 1 km in the main belt, give or take 500 000", Tedesco said.
The paper was published in the April 2002 issue of the Astronomical Journal (sci.esa.int/iso). 
State of the
